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Goat Lick — Mt Kerkeslin 


The mountain goat (Oreamnos 
americanus) is really a mountain antelope like the 
chamois of Europe and Asia. It inhabits the grassy 
slopes, rocky ledges and alpine meadows at or above 
timberline but always close to the rugged escape © 
terrain or rock slides and cliffs. Occasionally goats 
will descend and travel several miles through forests 
and along valleys to alkaline salt "licks" to satisfy a 
craving for salt which seems to last through June to 
August. But usually they are not great travellers. 
The females and the young are companionable, while the 


‘L ove 


ae Sas. NAP 


ASPER NATIONAL PARK 


University of Alb 


IMU iii 


[ 


males are solitary or in groups of two or three. 
Their distribution in the ranges of the Rockies is 
quite erratic but they prefer snow-free slopes 
exposed to fierce winds and which face south or west 
on which they remain all year. Their diet is highly 
varied and consists of alpine grasses and forbes 

' and the twigs and leaves of most trees except spruce. 
Thus they can sometimes be seen with mountain sheep 
(Ovis canadensis). 


The main causes of death are unknown but 
probably the winter conditions of snow, cold and lack 
of food are critical for young and old. The young 
and juvenile goats are quite vulnerable to bears, 
cougars, wolves, coyotes, and occasionally eagles. 
Little is known about their breeding habits. The 
rut occurs in November with one and sometimes two 
young being born in April or May. 
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